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Holy Trinity Church
Penton Mewsey, Hampshire
INTRODUCTION
1.0 The Report
1.1 The survey of the fabric was undertaken on Monday, 8th March
2010 by Rex Butland B.Arch RIBA AABC Chartered Architect.
The weather was sunny and cold. Temperature: 4°C.
2.0 The Limitations of the Report
2.1 This report is based on the findings of an inspection made
from the ground or other places that can be easily reached.
2.2 I have not inspected woodwork or other parts of the structure
that are covered, unexposed or inaccessible and I am
therefore unable to report that any such part of the property is
free from defect.
2.3 This is a general report only and must not be used as a
specification for the execution of the work. I shall be pleased
to prepare a specification to obtain tenders and to provide full
architectural services for the execution of the work on
receiving your instructions.
2.4 The repairs recommended in the report will (with the exception
of minor works of regular maintenance) be subject to Faculty
Jurisdiction. A detailed specification of the work proposed is
necessary for submission to the DAC who will issue their
certificate when the work is approved.
Works of a
maintenance nature and like for like repairs can usually be
approved under an Archdeacon‟s Licence. Works that involve
a permanent alteration or addition to the church will require a
Chancellor‟s Faculty.
2.5 This report is not to be reproduced in any form without
permission.
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2.6 This report does not include an Asbestos Survey. The control A
of Asbestos at Work Regulations came into effect in August £ TBE
2002.
Information can be found on the HSE website
www.hsegov.uk/asbestos. The HSE has also published a
leaflet and Code of Practice. Many buildings contain asbestos
that is now contrary to current legislation. The PCC is advised
to obtain specialist advice and an appropriate report on its
presence, or otherwise, including advice on its disposal to
comply with the aforementioned legislation.
2.7 This report does not include an Access Audit. The Disability A
Discrimination Act (DDA) came into force in October 2004. If £ TBE
not already complete an appropriate audit by a suitably
qualified specialist is now essential.
3.0 Brief History and Description
3.1 The earliest evidence in this neighbourhood of Penton‟s
Christian beginnings was found in 1897 when a fourth century
Roman villa site was excavated in Appleshaw, less than two
miles away. Finds included pewter vessels: a chalice shaped
cup marked with the early Christian Xi Rho symbol and a dish
engraved with a fish. These have been dated to the late
fourth century.
The first mention of a church at Penton Mewsey („Penitone‟) is
in the Domesday Book, written in 1086. By the reign of King
Ine (688 – 726) it seems to have been royal policy to build a
church on each royal estate. Andover and its locality was one
such. It is likely to have been the mother church for Penton,
with a team ministry of priests visiting the surrounding
population.
The landholding („Manor‟) that is now Penton Mewsey parish
was held in the time of King Edward [the Confessor] by
Osmund as an „alod‟. Alods, essentially, were freeholds
granted to favoured men who had done good service for the
king. No Saxon document survives to tell us when Penton first
became an alod, nor who Osmund was, but perhaps it was he
who built the first church. The century leading up to 1066 was
the time when many parishes were being formed out of the
earlier mother church areas. Building a church would confirm
this and have added to Osmund‟s prestige and authority over
the villagers.
3.2 The present church on this historic and ancient church site has
13th and 14th Century stone fragments in the south (blocked
up) door of the Chancel.
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The current layout has evolved over the centuries. The church
is accessed through the Churchyard from the nearby street via
an unmade road leading to the neighbouring residence.

3.3 In its present form the simple rectangular Nave, lit by three
windows, is entered through the South Porch, dating from
1888, although it replaced one of uncertain age. The south
wall of the Nave is likely to be the original (it now leans
noticeably outwards).
The Sanctuary and Chancel, with windows to the east, south
and north, plus the Priest‟s Door on the south wall, are
accessed through the Chancel arch and, quite unusually, the
floor levels throughout the interior remain the same, i.e. there
are no steps.
The North Transept is accessed through an arch in the north
wall of the Nave and now contains a curtained screen to form
the Vestry. It has three windows.
The west gable is surmounted by an interesting stone turret
containing two bells, restored in 2002, but of 14th Century
origin.
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4.0 Maintenance Between Inspections
4.1 Although Diocesan Guidelines require the church to be Regularly
inspected every five years serious problems may develop £ TBE
between surveys if minor defects such as displaced tiles,
blocked or leaking gutters and down-pipes etc, are left
unattended. To avoid this situation it is recommended that
those responsible for the fabric of the church should make, or
arrange, a careful inspection by others of the building at least
once a year. A number of useful technical advice sheets are
available from the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group and The
Church of England Care website www.churchcare.co.uk that is
sponsored by EIG.
4.2 An annual contract with a local builder ought to be entered into Regularly
for cleaning out and checking gutters and down-pipes and £ TBE
clearing pigeon debris etc. from roofs, gutters and generally
inaccessible locations.
4.3 The Church Log Book is a statutory requirement and is
normally maintained for the use of the Church Officers and the
Inspecting Architect from time to time. It is designed to include
information regarding inspections and reports, tests on
installations, notes of repairs carried out, including dates and
costs etc. The Log Book, in its completed form, was not
available for inspection but is being updated by the current
Churchwardens.
4.4 This is my first inspection of the church.
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5.0 The Heating System
5.1 The interior is heated by electric radiant heaters fixed at wall
plate level on the south and north walls. Annual testing is
necessary, with the Report kept in the Church Log Book.

6.0 The Electrical Installation
6.1 The whole of the electrical installation requires a regular test A and
and report every Quinquennium by a competent electrical Regularly
engineer. I am unaware of the date of the last test and report. £ TBE
The engineer should carry out an insulation resistance and
earth continuity test for all circuits and the report should be
kept with the Church Log Book. Any alteration or extension of
the electrical installation must be carried out by a qualified
electrician and a suitable test certificate should be obtained
and kept with the Church Log Book.
7.0 Fire Extinguishers
7.1 Fire extinguishers are situated at strategic locations Regularly
throughout the church. An annual servicing agreement with £ TBE
the supplier or other specialist ought to be entered into, if not
already in existence.
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8.0 Organ
8.1 The organ, dating from 1907, was made by the reputable firm
of Hele & Co. It replaced an earlier harmonium, used from
1878. It is located in the Chancel, to the south of the Chancel
Arch.

9.0 Insurances
9.1 The PCC is advised that insurance cover should be index A
linked so that adequate cover is maintained against the £ inflation of building construction and repair costs. The basic
sum insured should be adequate at the inception of index
linking to cover future inflation. The Ecclesiastical Insurance
Group, which covers the majority of churches, will send its
surveyors without charge to offer guidance as to the
appropriate level of assessment etc.
9.2 All items of possible antique or other value should be A
photographed and marked to permit identification, if stolen. £ TBE
“Alpha-dotting” might be considered.
9.3 Clarity ought to be obtained regarding insurance cover for A
church property stored off-site.
£ TBE
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10.0 The Lightning Protection System
10.1 There is no lightning protection system.
11.0 Bells
11.1 Access to the 14th Century bells for close inspection was not
possible.
11.2 The comprehensive and informative “Guide to the Church”
provides useful detailed information about their design and
likely founder.
12.0 Routine Checks
12.1 Regular checks of the fabric are recommended and it should
be the responsibility of one of the churchwardens or members
of the PCC to see that these are carried out, e.g.:
12.2 Walk-round visits each week and after gales and heavy rain.
12.3 Three-monthly checks of all means of rainwater disposal
including any valley gutters, spouts, eaves gutters, downpipes, gullies and drain channels etc.
12.4 Annual checks of roof coverings, wall and floor surfaces, bells,
clock, glazing, furniture, fittings etc., for signs of damage,
dampness, vegetation growth, insect or fungal attack. A light,
extending ladder is a useful part of the church‟s equipment for
this purpose.
13.0 Routine Maintenance
13.1 Routine maintenance should be carried out as soon as
possible to prevent further damage being caused.
13.2 All damage of a serious structural nature requires expert
attention and should be brought to the attention of the
Inspecting Architect for professional advice before repairs are
carried out.
13.3 A routine maintenance contract with a local builder is
recommended for the clearing of all gutters, gullies and drain
channels in November and May of each year. This is of
particular importance in the case of church buildings in the
close proximity of trees.
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14. Bats
14.1 The presence of bats in a building can be a major problem in
terms of smells, the need to clean up droppings, urine staining
of surfaces and furnishings and the regulatory procedures
involved in making repairs which may affect bats. All species
of bats are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
(amended in part by the Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000)
and the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations
1994. This legislation can lead to the prosecution of anyone
associated with the intentional killing or injury of bats,
destruction of roosts or obstruction of access to roosts, any
disturbance of a bat found roosting in a building, the setting of
traps or use of poisons with the intention of catching, injuring
or killing a bat or possession of materials for such a purpose.
14.2 If bats are known to be present in the building, no repair work
should be instructed which may affect access points or roosts.
Natural England must be advised of work that may affect bats
and the church‟s architect will arrange a survey to be
undertaken by a suitably qualified specialist. A report will be
issued, including recommendations for the timing of work, how
to deal with bats and roosts if they are disturbed and how to
obtain a Licence.
14.3 Bats tend to adopt roosts on the south side in summer when
they like a warm environment for raising young. Lead roofs
and walls facing south may therefore be favoured and even
small cracks and open joints can be used by smaller species
such as Pipistrelle. In winter they favour the colder side of the
building as a location for hibernation. Bats hibernate from
October to May, emerge as the weather warms and mate in
June, taking about 6 weeks (depending on species) to raise
their young. From the end of July to the time they hibernate
they are free to take flight and feed ready for the next
hibernation season. For this reason the Parish is advised to
carry out work at specific times of the year and to avoid work
which may disturb roosts at other times.
15. Orientation
Liturgical compass references are used throughout this
Report.
16.0 General
16.1 There follows a list of recommended priorities and
approximate estimates, which are intended to serve only as a
guide.
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SHEDULE OF PRIORITIES
Item

Clause in Report

Approximate
Cost £

17. Priority A (Utmost urgency)
2.6
2.7
6.1
9.1
9.2
9.3
38
53

TBE
TBE
TBE
TBE
TBE
100
100

18. Priority B (Essential within the next 18 months)

19. Priority C (Essential within the Quinquennium)
24
43
41

36,000
500
TBE

20. Priority D (Eventual – i.e. Future desirable repairs, renewals
and redecoration).

21. Regularly
4.1
4.2
7.1
25
26
49
51

TBE
TBE
TBE
Local labour
Local labour
Local labour
200

22. KUO (Keep under observation).
37
52
23. Note


Whilst approximate costs are based on rates of labour and
materials for similar work as at April 2010, they are
intended to serve only as a guide.
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VAT and professional fees are not included.



TBE – To be established.



KUO – Keep under observation.
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SCHEDULE OF CONDITION
Exterior
Roofs
24. Roofs are covered with clay tiles, generally in poor condition, C
with breakages, slippages and accumulating moss, particularly £36,000
so on the Nave north slope.
A programme, this quinquennium, to strip, relay and renew the
roof coverings, including the timber roof structure and eaves
repairs and the introduction of quilt insulation to roof voids and
breathable felt across the rafters is recommended, subject to
the production of an appropriate Specification and Schedule of
Works, plus Diocesan and Faculty Approvals, prior to obtaining
competitive tenders from suitably experienced Roofing
Contractors.

13

ACTION

14

ACTION

Rainwater Goods
25. The entire system of valley gutters, gutters and down-pipes is Regularly
in working order, apart from a minor accumulation of leaves Local labour
and other debris that requires regular maintenance. Some
fixings are loose.
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26. Gutters generally discharge via down-pipes and gullies to the Regularly
underground system. Regular redecoration and maintenance Local labour
is necessary.

Walls
27. Walls are of knapped flint and rubble set in lime mortar, all in
generally sound condition. Door and window surrounds and
quoins are in Bath stone.
28. There is an unusual detail where the Nave, north and south
walls, meets the Chancel. They do not key in to each other,
thus suggesting that each was built separately, which might
mean that the old church was smaller and sited under the
present Nave and kept in use until the present Chancel was
built and the new Nave then added.

29. The Chancel east wall has an interesting chequered pattern of
flint and Portland stone squares, quarried in the Vale of
Wardour, 10 miles from Salisbury. The browner ones are Bath
stone plus at least one Ham stone. This effect became popular
in Wiltshire during the 15th Century. It‟s condition is generally
sound.
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Windows
30. The west and east windows were almost entirely constructed
during the 1888 restoration of the church but carefully
reproducing the original tracery in the Decorated style. The
aforementioned Guide contains interesting information, written
by a former Rector, describing each window as it was in 1930.
The only surviving original windows are in the north wall of the
Chancel and south wall of the Nave.
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Doors
31. The heavy stained timber South Porch and Priest‟s doors, each
with black painted decorative ironmongery and hinges, etc., are
sound.
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Interior
Nave
32. The ceiling is a white painted barrel vault with exposed timbers.
33. Walls are decorated white with natural stone surrounds to
windows, doors and arches.
34. The stone floor is well worn, with raised timber sections
beneath the timber pews.
35. The Nave leads into the Chancel through a relatively narrow
arch that effectively „frames‟ the altar at the East End.

Chancel and Sanctuary
36. This area is generally as the Nave, however, with fine square
floor tiles and choir/clergy stalls.
37. Apart from accumulating rising damp at the east end and KUO
damaged tracery, the whole is in sound condition.
38. There is no apparent ventilation to the timber sub-floor to the A
south side, thus increasing the risk of rot and beetle attack. £100
Holes drilled through the boards will reduce this risk.
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39. Ancient (?) graffiti on the walls is interesting.
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40. The North Transept (Vestry) is also of similar construction,
appearance and condition, containing the usual Vestry furniture
and equipment (including fire extinguisher).

41. There is a small step up onto the Nave floor.
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Leaded Lights and Stained Glass
42. The Guide contains interesting information about the stained
glass, dating from the 14th Century, e.g.:
 14th Century fragments, originally in the west window are
now in the window next to the pulpit.



The present west window, made by Cox and Son of
London, illustrates The Ascension and is a fine example
of 19th Century stained glass.

43. There are some isolated broken panes and evidence of C
accumulating condensation. The metalwork and leadwork are £500
suspect and will require further attention during this
quinquennium.
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Furniture
44. The Nave pews are all in good condition. They are fixed to
woodblock floors, a solid construction slightly higher than the
stone paved aisles.
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45. The Chancel pews have more decoration.

46. The carved softwood pulpit and adjacent brass lectern are in
good condition.

47. The 13th/14th Century octagonal stone font with two small ogee
headed arches carved on each side is in good condition. It has
a carved timber cover and is situated near the South Door.
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48. Other furniture, including the timber screen in the North
Transept, carved oak reredos, timber board listing the Rectors
of Penton, plaques and memorials, are all in good condition.

49. I found no evidence of beetle attack or insect infestation in any Regularly
of the timbers, however, regular checks should continue.
Local labour
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Churchyard
50. The boundaries are clear and the churchyard is well A
maintained. Ownership of some boundary walls is unclear and £TBE
ought to be established as some maintenance is necessary.

51. All trees should be regularly trimmed, especially the yew (with Regularly
interesting bench surrounding the trunk) near the south wall of £200
the church.

52. The table tomb adjacent the flagstaff is recently damaged. KUO
There do not appear to be any headstones etc., in danger of
toppling.
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53. The Porch is approached via a sound, illuminated footpath C
(glass is missing from one lamp) from the gates that, £100
themselves, are in need of future redecoration.

54. The noticeboard near the gates is in good condition.
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55. There is a small „Quiet Corner‟ in the churchyard.

Rex Butland B.Arch RIBA AABC
Chartered Architect
April 2010
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