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Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly 9th May 2022 
Penton Village Hall 7.30pm 

 

Present:        Councillors Clerk / RFO Members of the Public 

Kevin Briant;  
Rodney Bennett; 
Nicky Booth; 
Stephen Millen; 

Nanette Colbourne Cllr Linda Lashbrook 
8 Members of the Public. 
 

Apologies: 

 
The Chairman’s Report: 
I am pleased to welcome and see you.  With Covid now on the decline and not as serious as at 
the start in March 2022. If you want to wear a mask, then please do so. 
 
Firstly, you have draft copies of our village sign that has been the ongoing topic for quite a while. 
It is cast metal in black with gold lettering. We will have a plaque commemorating the Jubilee year 
on the base.  Installation hopefully the end of this month, early next. 
 
Councilor vacancies 
We have had two councilors: Paul Williams and David Atkinson resign their positions the before 
the AGM I thank them both for their help in the past and wish them both all the best for the future. 
If you know of anyone who would like to apply for the positions, we would be pleased to hear from 
them. 
 
The Local Plan 
The Local Plan reached the 5-year anniversary of its adoption last January, since then a review 
has been undertaken to ensure the purpose of the plan and its policies remain effective. Input is 
given by local authorities.  
 
We have a number of sites that have been submitted by Landowners or Agents for potential 
housing and economic development that are within the plan highlighted as SHELAA (Strategic 
Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment) Penton Sawmill has been added to this list. 
Should you wish to view the sites, they are online on our website. 
 
Planning 
Since our last AGM 2021, we have responded to 2 applications in adjacent parishes, one for night 
time lighting at the BMX track in Charlton where we questioned lighting and noise hours and in 
addition to clarification on parking requirements. 
The other is for 9 glamping pods on land in Weyhill, to which we object on grounds of increase 
traffic through the village and the concern of noise across open fields that would affect local 
residents. 
 
A total of 9 Household/building applications were received 
6 trees were requested to be felled and 12 for major tree works. . In all cases we do request the 
possibility of replacement tree planting to take place. 
 
Solar Farm: 
As mentioned in our last Newsletter the date for permission for the development to begin is before 
the 29th July 2023. The permission is granted for a period of 40 years from the date of the 
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development being connected to the grid. We will be given 2 weeks’ notice when this first 
connection is made. We will be working closely with contractors to ensure the best possible 
outcome for the village with regard to vehicle movements and the general upheaval. 
 
Regarding any contributions from the build towards Penton Mewsey, we shall be asking the PRC 
for an updated ‘wish list’ for the use of funds when the time comes. It isn’t yet known how much 
or when this will be forthcoming. 
 
One planning application relating to the build is still ongoing, which refers to the access track. 
This application is still being determined by the Planning committee and we will be notified of the 
outcome in due course. 
 
Illegal placement of structures  
After many months and work by both TVBC and HCC, the Nelsons robot construction and sign 
attached by chain to the bollards on the public path have both been successfully removed  
 
Highways 
SID (Speed indicating Device) 
We have made efforts to continue our campaign. However, as we are experiencing some 
difficulties. We are seeking advice from Hampshire Police regarding recording of the information 
required. We are also seeking advice on the possibility of the use of any kind of radar speed gun 
that records information. 
In addition, we have requested a site visit to be carried out by HCC Road engineers with the view 
of providing advice regarding the possibilities of installing road traffic calming measures along the 
main highway between the 30mph limits.   
The concern over safety remains a priority. Hampshire CC have begun a review of the country’s 
roads. This has been actioned following growing concern from across the UK for the introduction 
of 20mph speed limits for cities, towns and villages. We will certainly be watching this with interest. 
 
Potholes and poor road surfaces 
A mass effort by the parish council to report each and every pothole along the main highway 
resulted in temporary repairs carried out. We are hoping that this will lead to a full resurfacing of 
the areas.  
Please remember you can all personally report potholes on the government website.  
https://www.gov.uk/report-pothole 
 
Damage at the Pond 
We are still waiting a result to fix the horrendous damage to the drains and grass verges on the 
Penton Lane side of the pond. It’s still unknown if Southern Water or HCC or both are responsible 
for the repair due to damaged caused during the last over-pumping at this location combined with 
a disastrous resurface of the lane which totally blocked the broken drains. This is now dragging 
on into almost a year of unknown action whilst we persist with trying to resolve. 
 
Litter and fly tipping 
My thanks to everyone who signed up to the TVBC litter pick scheme and for helping to keep our 
village tidy. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of villagers TVBC have successfully prosecuted two persons for illegal Fly 
tipping in Newbury Hill/Newbury Lane. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/report-pothole
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If you come across, what you believe to be any illegal Fly tipping, please do not attempt to remove 
it.  Please report it to TVBC environmental services at Beach hurst or let us know and we will 
report  
 
Notice Boards 
We hope you have noticed the new notice board at the rec gate. If you would like any relevant 
village information displayed, please contact either PMPC Clerk, PMPC Chairman, or the PRC.  
We are reviewing the 20+ year old notice board at Trinity Rise with the possibility of replacing this 
year. 
 
Unwanted visitors:  
We are still hearing reports of unwanted visitors in our village. snooping around properties and 
instances of break ins.  
If possible, jot down any car registration numbers and take photos. Don’t answer the door to any 
hawkers and remember don’t challenge anyone. Call 101 or 999 
 
Village maintenance 
Our thanks go to Alan Ellis who took over the maintenance of the pond area and has done sterling 
work keeping the grass looking good. We will remove the debris on the ford and have the 
Lengthsmen give the village a good tidy up before the end of the month. 
Newbury Hill strimming should take place next month. 
it is our aim to keep the parish looking it’s best. Village maintenance remains one of our highest 
costs but we need to keep on top of it so please let us know if you think there are areas that would 
benefit from some work.  
 
Acknowledgements 
Thanks go to our Clerk, Nanette, for her hard work and my fellow counsellors for their valid help 
and input.  
 
Finally, our thanks to HCC councilor Chris Donnelly and TVBC councilor Linda Lashbrook for all 
their support and ongoing work and for their grant contributions. 
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT: 
 
Financial Report: 
We are on track with our £5k minimum reserve for the financial year ending 31st March 2021. This 
coming year we are setting aside A minimum of £5k for project funding 
The precept remains the same for the 3rd year. 
 
Income: 
Comprised of £12k precept.  £399.32 VAT reclaim, £628.00 in grants and £1.28 bank interest. 
Total £13,028.60 
 
My annual salary remains unchanged at      £2,490.00 
Office expenses including software upgrade and Computer screen 
Replacement         £491.17 
Village maintenance is high and will be higher ongoing 
(this is in addition to the Lengthsman scheme money of £1,000)    £1,035.00 
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Audit fees were higher  
Next year they should be in the region of £300.     £622.50  
Our printing costs were        £276.00 
Project spend was roughly £400 higher than last year and went on the 
Purchase of new notice board (inc VAT which will be reclaimed)  £2573.60 
And Purchase of Penton history books       
£1,056.48 
Defibrillator running costs       £254.40 
 
 

PENTON MEWSEY PARISH COUNCIL APA FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

As at 31st MARCH 2021 As at 31st MARCH 2022 
 
Balance brought forward including reserve £4721.10   £8,931.53 
PRECEPT     12,000.00   12,000.00 
VAT RECLAIM         399.32 
BANK INTEREST    3.73    1.28 
TVBC/HCCGRANTS    212.34 
COUNCILLOR GRANTS   1,000.00   628.00 
CREDIT     30.00 
TRANSFER     236.58 
TOTAL RECEIPTS    £13,482.65   £13,028.60 
TOTAL BALANCE INC. b/f   £18,203.75   £21,960.13 
 
CLERK SALARY    2,490.00   2,490.00 
OFFICE RUNNING    240.00    240.00 
OFFICE EXPENSES (INC SOFTWARE)  368.00    251.17 
WEB HOSTING FEE 
PRINTING     68.00    276.00 
CPRE SUBSCRIPTION    36.00    36.00 
COURSES  
DATA COMMISSION CHARGE   35.00    35.00 
CHAIRMANS ALLOWANCE 
ANNUAL INSURANCE    407.20    417.62 
STREET LIGHTING    120.50    101.12 
PARISH ELECTIONS 
AUDIT FEES     222.50    622.50 
VILLAGE HALL RENTAL       28.50 
BUS SHELTER MAINTENANCE 
CRIME PREVENTION 
DONATIONS PCC    400.00    400.00 
DONATIONS PRC    400.00 
COVID GRANT TRANSFER TO PRC  212.34 
POND/NEWBURY HILL MOWING  1,330.00   1,035.00 
PROJECTS SPEND    1,888.68   2,573.60 
PROJECT SPEND    236.58    1,056.48 
DEFIBRILLATOR RUNNING COSTS  182.40    254.40 
LENGTHSMAN EXTRA WORK   635.00    263.35 
 
TOTAL PAYMENTS    £9,272.22   £10,080.74 
BANK STATEMENT@ END OF YEAR  £8.931.53   £11,879.39 

 
Questions: 
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Most questions as last year, related to the amendments to the Solar Farm build including concern 
over the additional height of the panels, the position of the access track and general statements 
concerning the high volume of small solar farms that are being seen in North Hampshire and 
approved by TVBC. 
 
Concern about speeding traffic was mentioned, particularly at the times of early morning and 
evening when the nursery children are collected. 
 
The Chairman thanked the members of the public for attending. The meeting closed at 8.15pm 
followed by the PMPC AGM. 
 


