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Difficult, changing times.  
However, during lockdown and in the months to follow we are concentrating on ‘business as usual’ in conjunction with 
the assistance from both Test Valley and Hampshire Borough and County councillors. 
 
After consultation with our auditors, we have postponed our AGM to at least the June meeting. In the meantime, we 
are corresponding via email and video conferencing in order to maintain consistency with Parish business and to 
ensure that we keep on top of what is happening in and around the Parish and in Northern Hampshire. 
 
In addition, we are hoping, with police approval, to restart our Speed Watch campaign as soon as practically possible.  
 
And to answer many of the questions over the last months concerning the ‘over pumping at the pond by Southern 
Water, this will continue until the water levels are within seasonal limits and is being constantly monitored by SW for 
clarity and pollution levels. 
Finally, to all residents, do take care and stay safe. 
Kevin Briant Vice Chairman 
 

A revised layout for the solar panels and additional information was placed online on the 10th March 2020.  The 
incorporation of a ‘green corridor’ surrounding RoW no 8 and amendments for field F4 were provided.  Further 
responses from Ecology, Environmental Protection Team and Transport have been received concerning the proposal.  
An updated version of the LIVA (Landscape & Visual Impact Appraisal) has also been submitted.   
 
The Parish Council continues correspondence with Alternative Intelligence, the planning agent for the proposal 
concerning wildlife, planting and traffic issues. Further information will be passed onto residents when updates are 
given. 
We encourage you to keep abreast of the proposal which can be viewed on using the reference no of 19/03043/FULLN: 
https://view-applications.testvalley.gov.uk/online-applications/search.do?action=simple&searchType=Application 
 

 

As you are aware the Parish Council was advised ensure a monetary reserve was held and has been the aim over the 
last few years with the Precept increases. We have increased the Precept for 2020/1 by £1,000 which will provide 
the necessary £5,000 reserve target. 
As part of the audit requirements for Parish Councils, all financial information is available to the public online on our 
web site. 
 

As part of the SHELAA process an overview for each Parishes where sites have been submitted has been produced 
showing the location of those sites and the number of new dwellings being proposed. As you are aware, Penton Saw 
Mill has gone into liquidation. The owners of the land have since registered this with TVBC for inclusion within the 
SHELLA. 
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The SHELAA will only identify sites which have been promoted to the Council, it does not allocate sites. The inclusion 
of the site in the SHELAA does not imply that the Council would necessarily grant planning permission  
We will keep you informed concerning the SHELAA during the year. 
  

Homestead Farm Application for picking station and ancillary works. 
The approval for this application dating from 2018  has after many months been agreed with strict controls.  The 
parish council are monitoring this site ongoing to ensure these conditions are met with and no breaches of planning 
are conducted. 
 

 

The Parish Council has requested 6 new traffic signs from HCC Highways to replace the existing directional signs stating 
The Saw Mill & Grain Store Units.  The news signs will show ‘Staddlestones Units’. These are in strategic places 
surrounding the village. We hope that with help from Leaseholders at the units informing all visitors to the site that 
the signs will positively indicate the route for deliveries to be directed to the Units and not through the village. 
 

 

Defibrillator cabinets 
2 of our AED cabinets are proving to have problems with faulty heaters. The heaters are essential to keep the AED at 
suitable temperatures for use. To resolve this issue the decision has been taken to replace all 3 of our cabinets with 
new improved versions.  Cllr Brooks has very kindly provided a councillor grant towards the costs and these are now 
to be ordered to be delivered this summer. 
 

 

Grants 
We always make use of grants where ever possible to add to our income. They are available for selected purposes.  
We do have a sum being held by TVBC for recreational use, some of which may be used to refurbish and purchase new 
benches for the pond and recreation ground. 
 

You can still book a meeting room, but it’s a virtual one, a videoconference meeting which PRC sets up for you and will 
provide technical help if you’re having difficulty joining.   Go to the Village Hall website and Request a Booking in the 
usual way, just selecting the Virtual Room rather than the Small or Large Hall.  We already host the fortnightly Penton 
Ladies’ Walking group this way. 
 
We open this virtual room Monday to Saturday for a Coffee Morning meeting from 11:00 to 11:30. Just go to the 
Village Hall website and press the green button “Join Coffee Morning”. 
 
The Penton Helpline (01264 513 080) has been set up and operated jointly by PMPC, PRC, the Church, the new 
Facebook group (Penton Mewsey, Grafton Village & Community) and a grant from TVBC.  We have around 50 
volunteers offering services to isolated Penton residents such as shopping, prescription collection, conversation and 
more.  The switchboard is staffed by a group of 6 call handlers 8am to 8pm Mon-Sat, 10am to 4pm Sun.  Over the past 
2 months we’ve handled over 50 calls.   The service respects your privacy and keeps no records of the requests after 
they have been handled, other than the time and number of the call. 
 
It will be no surprise that PRC has had to postpone many of the planned recreation activities until the government 
relaxes the relevant constraints.  The Hall itself is still closed, as is the childrens’ playground.   
The Penton Fete has been postponed to 2021.  However, we are planning a number of events suitable for these times: 
Online talks from Penton residents about local village history, local honeybees, and more.    
Online quizzes 
Village treasure hunts, compatible with social distancing 
and, when restrictions allow, a (distanced) village picnic on the playing field  

Remember: Hall 01264 513 313      Helpline 01264 513 080     Website   pentonvillagehall.org.uk 


